Graphic Web Design- Semester Outline
Professor Victoria Martin

PBCC

 Summer A 2009
MW 
8:00-12:15 AM

	May 13
	Introduction, handout of syllabus and outline. Discussion of Professor expectation for the semester. For next class you have to bring in links for websites you like and links for websites you find poorly designed. 10% of grade. 

	May 18
	Review of Links: Good & Bad. Beginning of Class Review of links. Group discussion on what works, what doesn’t and why.
Begin working on Project 1, Assembling components and familiarizing yourself with Dreamweaver. After assembling the sample web page each of you will 1. Change the page properties: background color, text color, and link colors. 2. You will then move the navigation bars from the left edge to the top. You will then create two additional pages and reorganize the content in different ways. Homework: Find a domain name. If you don’t already have one you should get one. You will complete the term ready to upload your site on to the www. Try GoDaddy.com for domain search.

	May 20
	Critique: Project 1. (assembled web site)

Begin working on Project 2: Build a site map and then a 3 page web site that incorporates: Tables, layers, an email link, and at least one external link. You will conceptualize and design a website for a Music (Music lovers will adore you for building a resource site for music lyrics, musical instruments and where to get them, music reading tips, etc...). After researching existing websites you will determine the information that will be presented on your website. This includes a list of elements that will be accounted for in the design (e.g. logo, navigation, and upcoming shows/products). 

Provide “filler text” if needed. You will 

1. Create a series of sketches with the intention of exploring possible layout configurations of these elements. 

2. Produce a Photoshop design comp that accounts for all of the elements you outlined, is well organized and ready to be turned into a functional website, and which appropriately reflect the aesthetics of your chosen topic. 

3. Information Architecture in flow chart or outline format representing the proposed structure of the site. You will submit your design comp in the form of a layered Photoshop file (.PSD format). The comp should be well organized, with logically named layers organized into folders based on the list of design elements you created. You will also submit a JPG of your design, saved for the web in Photoshop at 100% quality. The content area of your site design should be designed and considered with regard to typography and color choices. You must incorporate:

Flash buttons, an image map (meaning you should have a large main focal image somewhere to hold image map links), format images in Photoshop (use a jpg and gif and know the difference) and insert a table into a layer. You should try to slice one of your photoshop comps. In class demo: How to format images for the web.



	May 25
	No school, Memorial Day Holiday! Enjoy your day off.

	May 27
	Continue working on website. In class demo: How to create a blog on Blogger.com and creating rollovers.

	June 1
	Continue working on website. How to create an automated photo gallery in Photoshop. You must bring a folder of web ready images for use in the photo gallery.

	June 3
	Critique of Project 2: Crit begins 1 hour into class. 30% of grade you must fulfill:

1. Completed PSD comps.

2. at least 3 pages (preferably 5 pages) with all links working.
3. A blog concept.
4. Meta tags.
5. 

	June 8
	Begin Project 3: Begin working on Photoshop comps for new web site based on special interest (Perhaps you're a huge fan of a certain collectible item and would like to become a distributor or reseller.) Or an artist or their product. This website will include Flash elements. At least one animated banner, a swap image behavior, a link to an external site, an email link, no dead ends, scrolling flash text.

	June 10
	Continue working on website 3. In class demo scrolling text in Flash.

	June 15
	Continue working on website 3. Demo- flash buttons.

	June 17
	Critique of Project 3: One hour into class crit begins. 30% of grade

1. Completed PSD comps.

2. Scrolling Text.

3. Swap image 

Flash buttons

	March 26
	Final Project 4: Full Web Site. Each person must present their concept to the class. Mock ups, page numbers, contents, media. The web site you will build for the final needs to be for a 'client'.  It will not be acceptable to simply make a personal web site with photos of your granny or your cat. This needs to promote an actual business (can be you- if it truly promotes a service you provide to the public. It is very important that this be a “legit” site because this site will be made “live” at the end of the term.  You will have to get web hosting and buy a domain name to make active. 

Your first part of the assignment will be to introduce your company to the others in the class and discuss your preliminary ideas about the web

	April 2
	site you want to build.  

 If you have an approved client, include that information (name of the company, logos, branding, collateral materials). You will also show a site map demonstrating page concepts and content for each page.

You must incorporate something “Flash” like sound in the site. You should have a link to an external site, meta-tags, and try to incorporate a pdf or word file for your client as a document you client can download (ie. An invoice so your client can fill it in and place an order). I would like to see a 



	April 9
	Continue working on website. In class demo: creating forms.

	April 16
	Continue working on website. 

	April 23
	Continue working on website.

	April 30
	Critique of Final Web Site- You will demonstrate site on large screen and discuss layout, features, accessibility and feedback from client. 30% of your total grade. All specifications must be met. NO EXCEPTIONS ALLOWED. 

	
	If you have any questions regarding this semester outline, please feel free to contact me at your earliest convenience. If you have discussed the possibility of submitting a proposal for completing projects not outlined on this document, please discuss with me. Have a great semester.


